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From the Interim Moderator 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

Dear members of Park Church 

In a sign of the times, today the new Moderator of the General Assembly, Revd Martin 
Fair, was inducted in a largely-empty Assembly Hall in Edinburgh.  While it was possi-
ble to watch the ceremony online, and to listen to the Moderator’s inaugural sermon, it 
was not quite the same as being there in person. 

After eight weeks of living in ‘lockdown’ conditions, this is no longer the novel experi-
ence for many of us that it might otherwise have been.  In these weeks, so much of our 
regular church life, as with family life and working life, has moved online, and we have 
had to adapt to working from home, and seeing each other only in Zoom meetings. 

Faced with a sudden and serious challenge to our way of life, it has been heartening to 
see how quickly so many in the church have adapted to the new reality brought about 
by the coronavirus pandemic, and while not as fulfilling as being together in church for 
worship and fellowship, many of the services, reflections and other meetings available 
online, on TV or on radio from different ministers and congregations do help us to 
maintain a sense of a worshipping life. 

Each of these opportunities for worship and prayer help us to remember that in all our 
difficulties, and however frustrated we may be feeling after so many weeks, with yet 
more to come, we are the people of God, and God is with his people. Indeed, as Chris-
tians we believe that God is with all people, everywhere, all the time, and with God, we 
always have hope.  Hope of release from quarantine, hope of a way to control the virus, 
hope of once more being able to gather freely. 

What we do know, however, is that even when eventually this pandemic passes, we will 
not be returning to life exactly as it was before.   The world has changed, and with it our 
expectations must change too.   Many people write of their hope of a world changed for 
the better by our experiences during this time, and surely we can learn lessons togeth-
er of how to be the church in the world in new ways, of how to shape our society to 
make it fairer for all, and of how to nurture the life of the world to avert the looming 
threat of drastic climate change. 

Let us all hope and pray for God’s wisdom and inspiration, that we may learn to see vi-
sions and dream dreams of a world renewed, and of the better future that we can build, 
to bring good out of all the dark days we are passing through. 

 

with all best wishes                                

 

and every blessing 

 

Alan   
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From the Session Clerk From the Interim Joint Session Clerks 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to all members and friends of Park Church Stirling. 

 

Although we cannot meet in person for worship or for our usual activities in the Church at this 

time of lockdown, we have been encouraged by countless examples of your care and help for 

friends and neighbours- love in action. Those of you have walked past the church recently can-

not help but notice how lovely the grounds look thanks to the efforts of the volunteer gardeners. 

 

We acknowledge with gratitude the work of  the many Elders and members, and Sally Forshaw 

and her team, in keeping in touch and supporting others. Thanks need to be recorded to those 

who gave to Christian Aid through the recent virtual quiz night. 

 

The new united Kirk Session is unable to meet at present because of restrictions, but an Interim 

coordinating committee has met twice  virtually on the “Zoom” application (app) to take essential 

steps to appoint interim office-bearers, establish new bank accounts, renew insurance, safe-

guard property and furlough  some of our employees.  Property. Finance, Safeguarding and 

Communication teams from both previous congregations have already had some discussion or 

meetings .We are considering how the whole session might meet virtually this summer and also 

preparing for when some of the restrictions might be lifted. 

 

With the help of Duncan Crombie ,our church administrator, telephone number  01786-462400 

or email parkchurchstirling@gmail.com, we are trying to ensure we have up to date contact in-

formation for everyone on the roll.   

More information is being shared by email and on the website www.parkchurchstirling.org, and 

Facebook (including weekly devotions from the Interim Moderator and others) and other social 

media -but we are very aware of those without ready access to these technologies and so would 

continue to encourage spreading news by word of mouth.  

 

Please contact either of us, or Duncan, if you have any concerns or queries. 

 

This newsletter will be distributed by email to those who have provided details and posted or de-

livered to others. It gives some idea of the breadth of talents and experience in the congregation. 

We look forward to when we might meet in person in worship and other activities.  

In the meantime, we pray you stay well. 

Peter Murdoch and Jane Steel 

          

    

mailto:parkchurchstirling@gmail.com
http://www.parkchurchstirling.org
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CHURCH LIBRARY –NEW ADDITION 

 

The Swallow, The Owl, and The Sandpiper compiled by Claire 

Maitland for the Sandpiper Trust  

Section-Prayers and Poetry (orange section) 

This beautiful book is a collection of thought-provoking [prose and poetry to in-

spire in everyone the Courage of the Swallow, the Wisdom of the Owl and the 

Spirit of the Sandpiper. 

Since it was founded in 2001, The Sandpiper Trust has made a significant differ-

ence to pre-hospital emergency care in rural Scotland.   

Gavin Hastings OBE is a patron of this trust. 

He writes ‘I know from experience that we all have good and bad days.  Howev-
er, it is important to remember the although the path we choose to tread may ap-
pear untrodden, other have walked it before and have survived.  To find the 
strength and the motivation to get back on track when you have suffered a set-
back may seem impossible.  It takes time, courage and support.  If the words of 
wisdom within this book help to provide support to someone who is trying to get 
back on track, then it will have achieved its aims.’ 

 

 

 Thanks to Moira Stewart for this 

generous donation  to the Library  
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 A letter from Callander 

 

Greetings everyone. Guess what this article is about? You probably got the answer to 
that one right because there seems to be only one topic of conversation just now: The 
Coronavirus Lockdown. 

I am bored. The least of anybody’s worries in this time of tragedy. So, I tell myself this 
and then I feel guilty about feeling sorry for myself. But then I think that boredom is still 
not a good thing so then I feel angry that I feel guilty about feeling bored. All this keeps 
me busy. 

An aunt of mine said ‘Elinor, an intelligent person is never bored.’ Well, I am bored so I 
hesitate to inflict my unintelligent ramblings on you but here goes.  

I have learned something rather startling i.e. the difference between how I see myself and 
how others see me. Burns understood this and wrote: 

“O, wad some Power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as others see us! 
It wad frae monie a blunder free us, 
An' foolish notion.” 

I saw myself as a sentient adult, organising my own life, about to go off to various parts of 
the country to work and then to go on a trip to North Korea in the Autumn. Happy days. I 
have discovered that the world sees me as a vulnerable old lady who should be locked up 
in her home for her own good and will need her shopping done. Sad days, lonely days. 

Celine Dion sang about lonely days in "All By Myself". The lyrics are haunting: 

Livin' alone 
I think of all the friends I've known 
When I dial the telephone 
Nobody's home 

All by myself 
Don't wanna be 
All by myself 
Anymore 

I live alone. It suits me. I am not normally lonely because, normally, I can go out and meet 
with friends and various groups for enjoyment and interest. However, these, as you may 
have noticed and, if you haven’t, let me know how you have managed this, we are not liv-
ing in normal times. So now I feel lonely and if you have ever been lonely, you know it is 
one of the most terrible feelings in the world.  

Elvis Presley, sang ‘Are you lonesome tonight?’ and apparently he was. Just before he 
died, he wrote these words, ‘I feel so alone sometimes. The night is quiet for me. I'd love 
to be able to sleep. I'll probably not rest. I have no need for all this. Help me Lord.’ Many 
of us can say ‘Amen Elvis.’ 

The reason why loneliness is so horrible is because God made us for relationships. He 
made us to need each other. When God put Adam in the Garden of Eden, you would have 
thought he had every single thing he could possibly want. He had no problems. There 
was no stress, not a financial worry in his life, yet in Genesis 2:18 God said, ‘It is not good 
for man to be alone.’ The first thing God ever said that was not good about The Earth was 
loneliness. 

The silence of loneliness is deafening. You can hear it;  

At night as you crawl into a bed having not been in the company of another human being 
all day. 

In a home that is quiet because no-one can come into it. 
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In a phone that never rings. 

There is no feeling quite like it, because we all want somebody to know we are here 
and to care that we are here. Sigmund Freud told the story of a school boy, who was 
expelled from school for misbehaving. He stood outside the class room and threw 
pebbles against the windows. Finally, the Head Teacher went outside and confronted 
the boy and said, ‘Why are you throwing pebbles against the windows?’ The little 
boy said, "I just wanted everyone to know that I am still here.’ Do you know what? 
We all carry pebbles in our pockets. We all want people to know that we are ‘still 
here.’ 

 

In II Timothy 4, the man who, in my opinion, was the greatest Christian who ever 
lived, Paul of Tarsus, writing his last book, his last chapter, his last words, tells us 
how to overcome the problem of loneliness. Paul said to Timothy ‘Why don't you 
come see me?’ ‘..come to me quickly.’ ‘Do your utmost to come before winter.’ Why? 
He was lonely and wanted his friend to visit. 

 

Separation is one cause of loneliness and there is nothing we can do about being 
separated. Our friends cannot come to us. But, we can learn from Paul things to do 
that will help us to overcome the experience of loneliness.  

 

Firstly, ‘Bring the books, especially the parchments.’ Why did Paul want books? 
Well, he wasn't going to throw a ‘Poor Me’ party and listen to a CD of Celine Dion 
singing, ‘All By Myself’ over and over again. Paul realized he was in a situation 
where he had noone to talk to, so rather than let his mind atrophy, he said, ‘Bring me 
the books and bring me the parchments.’ His attitude was; As long as I am living, I 
can be learning and writing. One of the things we have to do if we are going to battle 
loneliness is to resist the temptation to do nothing e.g. when Sarah asked me to 
write this article, I no longer had the ready excuse that I was ‘too busy!’ Bring me the 
parchments. 

 

If you are lonely ask yourself this question. What can I do, now that I am alone, that 
would be difficult to do if I were not? There is always something you can do - read, 
write letters, call other people who are lonely, or learn a new skill. When it comes to 
loneliness, don't just sit there - do something. 

 

Secondly, do not forget God.  As well as being a vulnerable old lady, I also discov-
ered that people expected me to know what God is doing. They kept asking me what 
God was up to in this pandemic. They have stopped now, having discovered that I 
don’t know. God knows what he is doing and we will all discover it, in the fullness of 
time, as He reveals it. What I do know is that God did not make this virus. We did. 
And I know that He will help us get out of it as He always helps us get out of the 
messes we have created for ourselves and one another. We may, despite him, be 
moral pygmies but we are, because of Him, intellectual giants and there are people 
out there beavering away to find the best ways of mitigating and ameliorating this 
particularly large mess we’ve got ourselves into. And we give thanks to God for 
them. 
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At the time of writing his letter, Paul is in prison and he says ‘But the Lord stood with 
me and strengthened me.’ Our homes may feel like prisons sometimes but they are 
not. What about taking Terry Waite’s advice? He knew something about solitary con-
finement and says that, rather than thinking of ourselves as being stuck at home we 
should think of ourselves as being safe at home. 

 

When you are alone and distressed and you are asking yourself ‘Where is God?’ I've 
got good news; He is where He has always been - right beside you. Jesus said “I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age." (Mtt 28:20) It is impossible for a Christian 
to be alone, because a Christian can never be away from the presence of God. 

 

Thirdly, respond to the needs of others. Listen again to what Paul said in v17, ‘But the 
Lord stood with me and strengthened me.’ Why?  ‘..so that the message might be 
preached fully through me’ In Paul's darkest hour of deepest loneliness, God remind-
ed him that he still could be used to touch other's lives and that there were other lives 
that needed to be touched. If we face it, if we remember there are a million others like 
us, if we try to reach out to comfort them and not ourselves, it will help. 

 

God is here and He cares about you. When I say this, I think of the story of the little 
girl who has gone to bed but is in distress about something. Her mother comforts her 
but then tries to leave saying ‘Darling, don’t be afraid. You know that God always has 
his arm around you.’ The child responds ‘I know Mummy, but I want an arm with skin 
on round me.’ 

 

As we miss our friends and loved ones, we know what she means. We all want arms 
with skin on round us but until that day comes let us rejoice in the Lord who we al-
ways have with us. 

Rev Elinor Gordon 

 

 

 

The photo on the right shows  

Elinor Gordon with Bernard & 

Nicole Calvino from  Pentemont-

Luxembourg  congregation in 

Paris on the occasion of their 

visit on March 8th 2020. Paris 

has also been in very strict lock-

down but  our twinned congrega-

tion there sent greetings and 

prayers for the new united con-

gregation of Park Church. 
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Due to the sudden lockdown members of St.Columba’s congregation were 

unable to give farewell presents and thanks in person to Rev Elinor Gor-

don and Rev Gary McIntyre for their preaching, pastoral care and support 

during the vacancy. 

The gifts of money so generously given were directly transferred to them 

via the bank and they have both written to express their gratitude. 

Elinor wrote that she was “truly overwhelmed by the generosity and kind-

ness in the gift “ 

Gary wrote “I am very grateful for the generous gift and will make sure I 

put it to good use. I had planned a holiday abroad this year but think I will 

be staying closer to home. I have very happy memories of my times as In-

terim Moderator and wish Park Church every blessing for the future”. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Right now some of the world’s poorest people do not have clean water to drink, 

decent toilets or hygiene. Unsafe supplies and walking miles carrying water 

results in illness for all ages but especially children. 

 This Lent, we asked everyone to think about the cost of water e.g. by not wast-

ing water and to fill a jam jar with any small change you do not need? Every 

penny counts and last year we raised over £600.  

Because of circumstances beyond our control it was not possible to collect the 

“Jars of Change” for Water Aid. 

Please keep putting in your change and Helen Reid will collect the jars when we 

get back to church, hopefully, quite soon. 

Many thanks  
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Lockdown from a teenager’s perspective by Callum McDonald 
 

During the lockdown it has been very different from normal, with many thing which are difficult but 
a few positives too.  
I now do home schooling from 9-12.30 every weekday. My teachers set me work on google 
classroom. This is very different from usual work because we usually move about to different 
classes and so get a movement break between subjects. Now I just do what I need to and move 
on to the next subject. Luckily we all have a Chromebooks (little laptop) which we can work on as 
all my work is computer based. It is also lucky that I am good at technology and know how to 
work it (and even help my Mum and little brother with their technology problems!) I have lots of 
work to do and miss being able to work in groups with my friends.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Each day we go out for a walk or a cycle. My favourite walk was going to find Polmaise Castle up 
Gillies Hill because it was exciting to explore new ways to go and discover new things. My favour-
ite cycle is the Cambusbarron back road although it seemed to go on for ever. Although we do it 
every day, it isn’t getting any easier to motivate myself to get out of my pyjamas and go but I just 
do it. Once I am out I quite enjoy it.  
 
 

I find lockdown very misleading because 
the government tell us to do one thing and 
don’t always do it themselves. Also every-
thing keeps changing so we are told one 
thing one day and a different thing the 
next. I find it hard to get my head round. 
Also there are lots of rumours flying 
around and I don’t know which ones to be-
lieve. I also find it frustrating because you 
don’t know when it will end, you can’t see 
anyone except those in your household 
and you are stuck in the house with the 
same people all the time and sometimes 
you don’t get on with them. I miss seeing 
my friends. I meet people through zoom a 
video calling app) but it’s not the same.  
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Each Thursday we go out at 8pm to support the NHS by clapping. It is nice to see the 
community pulling together. This week Alastair and I took part in the “Somewhere over 
the Rainbow” music initiative with lots of young people who are learning a musical instru-
ment. I played on my cajon (drum) and Alastair played on his trumpet. We all played at 
8pm and recorded our music which will then be merged together and a group piece creat-
ed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It may not seem like it at times but we are getting closer as a family through spending a 
lot of time together. We do many family activities like board games, quizzes and challeng-
es. It is hard not to see the extended family, like grandparents and Aunts. I only see them 
via video messaging or through windows but it is better than nothing. This challenges 
their computing skills and sometimes their hearing!  
I have been trying to keep up with my hobbies as well. For kayaking I built an ergo 
(paddling machine) in the back garden to practise my forward paddling. For scouts I took 
part in an international online jamboree, when it was good to speak to scouts from around 
the world and find out about their experiences of lockdown. 

 
  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The best things about lockdown are more time for ourselves to explore new hobbies and 
interests; spending time in the garden planting vegetables and finding new herbs that we 
didn’t think we had; cooking more often and delivering our baking to the family and learn-
ing new recipes to try out.  
 

I hope that lockdown will end soon but that we don’t lose the positive 
things that have come out of lockdown. Keep smiling and stay safe. 
Callum 
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Memories of the Second World War 

Editor’s note: 
We were unable to celebrate VE Day together as a congregation but it is 
important to remember with gratitude those who endured “lockdown” for 
six years and lost so many of their colleagues, family and friends. These 
following contributions were invited from members of the Park Church 
congregation: 

During the war time I do remember that shopping was not so much waiting 

outside apart from other people but only being able to get certain groceries 

and supplies were limited.  

The more important memories include me being at my grandmother’s 

house in Alloa with my mother and seeing the postman coming to deliver a 

telegram. He told me to get my gran and handed her the dreadful news that 

my uncle, her youngest son had been killed in France.  

The other is a happy memory of going down the street where we lived and 

meeting my father for the first time in about four years. He had been at     

Tobruk, had been shot and spent the war in a hospital in Johannesburg in 

South Africa. He had still a handicap but was able to work until retirement 

age.       Bill Jamieson 

 

Memories of an evacuee 

The “Stay At Home” Directive we have all had to endure recently , remind me of the 

World War 2 directive that city children had to be evacuated to the country. I was one of 

those evacuees. 

The opposite of “stay at home” we had to “go away from home”, the fear being that our 

cities would be badly bombed by the Germans. 

My two sisters, Charlotte and Betty, with myself were evacuated to a small village in 

Ayrshire, named Kirkmichael. 

We were billeted with Mr & Mrs Caldwell. Mr Caldwell was the village joiner and also the 

Area Registrar. Mrs Caldwell had been one of the two Primary School teachers in the vil-

lage. 

Each teacher taught several stages in her classroom, which was quite different to the 

large classes I had left behind in Ibrox school in Glasgow. 

We were very well treated, but Charlotte was homesick and went back to Glasgow after 

just a few weeks. However Betty and I stayed for 18 months until it was deemed safe to 

return to the city and Ibrox Primary School. 

We kept in touch with Mr & Mrs Caldwell for many years after the war ended. 

Margaret Campbell 
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Memories from the War 

How was growing up during WW11. Sometimes it was fun sometimes it was sad sometimes it 
was scary.  I was born in Glasgow on 4th October 1939 one of 10 children.  Three of whom 
were married and had children of their own a few years before I was born. I don't remember 
much about Glasgow, except sometimes taking ashes from Granny's fire to the midden, a cellar 
in the bottom of the close where she lived.  She wore long black clothes, button up boots which 
I was fascinated watching her using a special button hook to fasten them.  In the bedroom she 
had a Singer sewing machine with lots of wee drawers which held lots of jet black earrings, 
necklaces and, if I had been very good I was allowed to play with them.  Everything was cooked 
on the fire, which had hobs that could swing towards the fire.  Always tea was brewing, actually 
it was stewing and black as tar.  The mantelpiece was covered in Brass ornaments which I 
helped to polish.  My Granny was from Northern Island and I just used to sit and listen to her 
telling me all about Ireland.  Round the fireplace was a huge fender with stools attached and I 
sat polishing brass ornaments.  

  

I lived in London from 1938 until the early 40s when I went to Stirling to live with my eldest Sis-
ter Jean, her husband and daughter May.  I didn't know them very well and May resented shar-
ing a bed with me.  A bolster pillow helped a lot to stop us trying to push each other out of bed.  
When the war started in September 1939 the sirens started going off.   We moved very quickly 
into an Anderson shelter in the garden listening to bombs dropping in very black place which 
was very scary. Around 1942 two of my brothers were evacuated to Weston-Super-Mare.  I des-
perately wanted to go with them but mum decided I was too young and we might have been 
split up.  Luckily my brothers were placed with a kind farmer and his wife until my mum was able 
to bring them and two sisters to Stirling.  Nine months is a long time without your mum and fami-
ly.  I remember it was so emotional coming home one day and they were all there to meet us.  

  

Stirling was a very safe and quiet after the bombing in London and other main cities like Clyde-
bank.  There were lots of happy times growing up in Stirling.  Playing in the streets, drawing 
beds with chalk in the pavement, playing bools (marbles) hide and seek and chap door and run.  
We stoated balls and sang “I saw Wallace Berry sitting on his bumbaleery kissing Shirley Tem-
ple”. Stoating a ball against the wall singing “PK penny a packet, first you chew it, then you 
crack it. PK. Penny a packet”.  Black out was a bit hard, if a tiny light was showing the wardens 
would come round the streets shouting put that light out.  Actually we had gaslight mantles. A 
penny each, ours were always being broken by my brothers carrying on, or Jackie (brother 
nearest to me) pretending to be Benny Lynch, a well -known Glasgow Boxer, his idol and me 
hating to be his sparring partner. It was frightening at times too and we had no TV, depending 
on wireless (f your family had one).  Our house didn’t have one but daily papers and Sunday 
Post did a great job.  It was always a fight to see which of us managed to read OOR WULLIE 
and the Broons, and if we had been good enough through the week we all got a comic, The 
Dandy or the Beano. 

 VE Day in 1945 I had been sitting my Control Exam around 3pm when the teacher announced 
the War in Europe had ended.  BUT we still had to finish the exam.  At night some of my friends 
were on the Castle Esplanade where lots of people were singing and Dancing.  

 Bitter sweet memories for me as three of my brothers served in the Second World War, two on 
the Royal Air Force and one in the Royal Navy.  Willie was a rear gunner who served in the Bat-
tle of Britain at just 24.  He was in Greece with lots of his crew having a break from active ser-
vice when a gorilla war broke out and sadly Willie was killed, causing such heart break for us all.  
He was buried in a cemetery and many years later my youngest son Douglas was able to find 
his grave, take a picture and bring a small flower home from a bush behind his grave.  The cem-
etery was very well kept and it brought us comfort that it was so well kept. But then the teenage 
years came and that's an entirely different story for another time.  

Sadie Cameron nee MacGregor  
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MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR TWO : Rita McDonald 

As a teenager when the Second World War broke out, I had a simplistic 

view of what war really was – it wasn’t until the Clydebank Blitz that I real-

ised how close the danger could be. 

Visiting my aunt for a few days introduced me to a night in an Anderson 

shelter.  She always seemed to be ready for any occasion – she appeared 

at my bedroom door dressed in a gorgeous ‘Siren Suit’ – lovely navy-blue 

velvety fabric – that was Auntie!  Can’t say I enjoyed the night and was ac-

tually glad that our family didn’t have one. 

The sinking of the ‘SS City of Benares’ off the Irish coast got my attention – 

it was one of the first ships transporting evacuees to Canada and when tor-

pedoed 77 of the 90 children lost their lives.  This ended the ‘official’ over-

seas evacuation programme for children. 

We teenagers took much of it in our stride making fun of all the ways our 

mothers could provide a meal using SPAM!  I still remember my disappoint-

ment when my girlfriend’s mother baked beautiful sponge cakes and deco-

rated them with mock whipped cream which had a paraffin flavour and oily 

consistency – yuck! 

Clothing coupons were the bane of my existence – never enough of them!  

The slogan ‘make do and mend’ was so popular.  One of my mother’s 

friends offered to exchange one of her elegant evening dresses if I knitted a 

brown jumper for her.  That was a good deal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a delight it was when we received parcels from my Canadian Aunt – 

we were introduced to tea bags and peanut butter.  The parcels that most 

delighted me were the ones containing some of my cousin’s pretty dresses 

which were so necessary for my ballroom dancing craze I had developed.  

Dancing was my lifeline and I spent any spare time at the ballrooms having 

a great time meeting with friends and dancing the night away.   
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Have to say my life was not at all unpleasant – as my Dad went out the front 

door to attend his A.R.P. duties, I was sneaking in the back door.  Although 

food and clothing was limited, we still managed to have fun. 

Happy to say we lost no family members ‘in action,’ but always remembered 

our cousin who as a member of the Argyle and Sutherland Highlands was 

taken prisoner at Dunkirk.  We were always so grateful to the work of the 

Red Cross who were eventually able to notify family members of the Stalag 

Camp he was in. 

So when I’m getting restless now about my weeks in lock-down, I think of 

Tommy and realise how fortunate I am – as he had to endure five years in 

captivity. 

 

 

 
 

Rita McDonald’s 

cousin Tommy in a 

wartime photo taken at 

the Stalag camp 

 

 

My memory of V.E.Day 1945 

I celebrated my fifth birthday three weeks before V.E. Day and so I do not remember a 

great deal about the war years but I do remember V.E Day. 

There was a large area of vacant ground close to the end of our street and on that day a 

large bonfire appeared there. I think all the available men and boys in the area had set 

about the task of creating the bonfire with an effigy of Hitler on the top. 

At an appointed time in the evening all the residents in the area arrived on the scene and 

I was taken by my father to witness the celebrations as the fire was set alight.  

Everyone was in a joyful mood and there was singing, dancing, hugging and crying as 

the bonfire burned. 

Jean Balkwill 
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Serving in our Community 

 

We find ourselves in a situation that many of us could not have conceived possi-

ble.  To be stuck in the house unable to go out unless for food supplies, medica-

tion or for our daily exercise.  The world as we know it has stopped.  My role as 

Emerging Church Project Manager is now home based and I found myself isolat-

ed and alone all day.  A huge change for me as I am used to being surrounded by 

children, families, the elderly and the many people who come to our group activi-

ties.   

I felt the need as a Church to be doing something for people and so was delighted 

to be approached by Stirling Council to lead the Kings Park Community Response 

Group co-ordinating referrals for shopping and medication for those in need.  We 

have a great team of volunteers from both the previous St Columba’s Church and 

Allan Park South Churches and what a great way to start our journey together.  

Everyone has been so grateful for the shopping and medication service.  Thanks 

to those involved. 

We have also received funding from Faith in Scotland to organise craft packs for 

families to keep the children busy during lockdown and the idea is for the children 

to make cards and paint stones to give to a neighbour to spread some joy.  We al-

so had some of the children return the completed cards and stones  to us and we 

delivered on packs out to elderly people who frequent our Church groups.  The 

packs included a lovely home-made card with a message, a stone, flowers for the 

ladies and home baking.  Everyone loved the packs and totally appreciated being 

remembered and thought about.   

Well done all those who have been involved in the baking, making up of packs, 

card making and delivering safely out to those identified.  You know who you are.  

We have just been awarded a further grant to do some more great work, so watch 

this space.  Our mental health is so important at this time of forced isolation so a 

small act of kindness are care goes a long way. 

It is at times like these that we see great acts of kindness and support.   

Please do get in touch with me if you need anything and I can arrange to sort it 

out. 

Sally Forshaw 
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PARK CHURCH COMMUNITY HUB OUTREACH SPRING 2020 
 
Until the sudden lockdown imposed by the Government in April there have 
been three family and children groups meeting in the Park Church  
Community Hub building on Dumbarton Road -  
Bairns Rock, After School Lego club and Parent Craft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bairns Rock has been running for nearly  nine years and has between 20-25 pre school 
children and their carers attend each week.  
 
The after school Lego club is for all children birth to primary seven to enable parents to 
accompany school age children with younger siblings. This has been running for a year 
now and has proved very successful with space for between 20-25 children booking in 
blocks of 6 weeks at a time. 
 
The Parent Craft group is a new venture to help promote community and wellbeing for 
parents of young children. We offering the opportunity to come along and learn some-
thing new in the company of like minded people while little ones play in a safe environ-
ment. We had a lot of interest and a new family attending with two others committing to 
attending in the future. Unfortunately we then came under the cloud Covid-19. 
 
Since lock down we have done all we can to keep in touch with all our families.  
 
Bairns Rock has continued to carry out a live session on Facebook each week where I 
can interact with those who tune in. Thanks to Sally Forshaw securing funding, we were 
able to purchase various arts and crafts items and put together a pack of goodies to help 
keep little ones entertained during lockdown.  
The amazing volunteers helped to distribute these gifts and received great thanks from 
all.  
  
The groups have their own Facebook page and this has made it easier to keep in touch 
with all our group users and share things we think they might be interested in or find use-
ful during these strange times.  
 

Our message to all is always to stay safe and keep smiling.  
 

Laura St.John 
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The Importance of the Story of Jonah 

Charles Reade, the English literary critic and author wrote, “Jonah is the most beautiful story ev-
er written in so small a compass.” It’s detail reveals it as a literary gem, not just a fish story. But 
Jonah is the book of the Bible which perhaps has been criticised more than any other.  Many 
Christians too, thoughtlessly cast aspersions upon this important book in the canon of Scripture, 
suggesting that it is something that is hard, or maybe even impossible, to believe. If the enemy 
can convince us that this is a weak spot in the Word of God, then he might even persuade us to 
question the truth of the remaining 66 books of the Bible. 

 

Was Jonah a real man? We are told in the first verse that Jonah was the son of Amittai. In 
2Kings 14:24-5, we find reference to him as a prophet living in the village of Gath-Hepher, south 
west of Jerusalem. The name Jonah was most unusual at the time and his name occurs in the 
Bible only in this book and in 2Kings. Jesus also speaks of him in Luke 11 and in Matthew 12, 
thus recognising his existence as a historic character. 

Was it a whale? Well, verse 17 of chapter 1 says clearly that the Lord prepared a great fish. Go-
ing back to the original Hebrew text of c.800-750BC we find the words used are specifically for a 
‘great fish’.  It had been prepared by God for its unique job. 

Can a man to survive inside a fish? Well, there are recorded incidents of men being engulfed 
by fish and surviving, and you can look them up. Certainly, if God prepared the fish, then he 
would, no doubt, have been able to keep Jonah alive for 3 days and nights, though it would have 
been a pretty uncomfortable weekend for Jonah. 

Let’s look at the whole story; with its four brief chapters - it’s one of the shortest books in the Bi-
ble. 

Chapter 1 – God tells Jonah to go and preach repentance to the wicked city of Nineveh, the 
capital of the Assyrian Empire, the world power of the time. But he runs away and takes a cruise 
instead. A storm brews up, the boat is sinking and to the superstitious sailors Jonah admits it is 
his fault. At his request they throw him overboard, the sea grows calm and Jonah ends up in the 
fish. 

Chapter 2 – Jonah prays to God from this place of sheol, or the grave, as his life is ebbing 
away. With the weeds swirling about him, he promises God to go as he has been told.  So, at the 
Lord’s command the fish vomits Jonah onto dry ground. 

Chapter 3 – Jonah goes to Nineveh. It was a huge city taking 3 days to walk across.  He 
preaches that in 40 days the whole city would come under God’s judgement unless it repents of 
its wickedness.  So effective was his preaching on the first day that even the king was convinced 
and decreed a lockdown, when all were ordered to go into mourning and pray. It was so severe 
that even eating, and drinking water were banned. So, God relented when he saw that they re-
pented of their evil ways and did not destroy the city.  

Chapter 4 - Jonah is angry, and says he knew before he set out that God would have compas-
sion and not destroy the city. Telling God to take his life, he storms off to sulk in the shade and 
see what will happen. A shady tree springs up to save him from his depression, but the next day 
God sends a worm to destroy the tree. A strong east wind springs up and the sun beats down. 
Now Jonah is really angry, telling God he has a right to be angry. God answers that, as Creator, 
he has a right to save whoever he choses and he had chosen to have compassion on the people 
of Nineveh because they had repented. 

doxology in the Old Testament the prophet Micah exclaims: ”Who is a God like you, pardoning 
iniquity and passing over the transgression….because He delights in mercy”. (Micah 7:18 NIV) 

Indeed, Jonah’s is perhaps one of the first preachings to Gentiles and resulted in some 120,000 
turning to God in one day. Some preacher! Sadly, it did not last in Nineveh; 100-150 years later 
the prophet Nahum gave the same message to the city. 
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What is this book really about? 

We have to see that the incidentals that form the story of Jonah are the boat, the fish, the tree, 
the east wind, and even the city of Nineveh. The essentials here are God and Jonah—God and 
man—God’s relationship with people, his love and his mercy. 

Paul, in the New Testament, speaking to the people of Athens sums it up as it applies to us: 
“God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, but now he commands 
everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him.” (Acts 17:30 NLT).  In a doxology in 
the Old Testament the prophet Micah exclaims: ”Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and 
passing over the transgression….because He delights in mercy”. (Micah 7:18 NIV) 

Indeed, Jonah’s is perhaps one of the first preachings to Gentiles and resulted in some 120,000 
turning to God in one day. Some preacher! Sadly, it did not last in Nineveh; 100-150 years later 
the prophet Nahum gave the same message to the city. 

A central and important aspect of the story of Jonah is that it foreshadows the death and res-
urrection of Jesus. As he was challenged by the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 12:39-40 NIV): 
“He (Jesus) answered, ‘A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be 
given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in 
the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth’”. Jesus, speaking to the crowds of Jews who were ignoring his words says (Luke 11:30-
32 NIV): “For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this gener-
ation….The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here. 

Never let us forget that our relationship with God and our eternal future depends upon our ac-
ceptance of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Peter Record 

 

 

 



20 

The Fellowship of GOM (Grumpy Old Men )is, like everybody else, in lock-
down. 
 
No Lunch, no badminton, no sail on Loch Lomond (the boat is still on the slipway) but, 

most crucially, no Oktoberfest.  
 
The Bavarian economy is going to have to struggle by without us this year and we and 
a special trip planned to Chiemsee in Southern Bavaria. Our hotelier friend, Michaela, 
has closed the hotel and she's written off the rest of this year.  Munich itself has been 
very badly affected by Coronavirus, so the main Oktoberfest has been cancelled for the 
first time in living memory. Some of the smaller events are still hoping to go ahead, but 
the main one, not! All of which will be a serious 'hit' to the local economy.  But! for 
those of us who are spared, there's always next year. 
 
I also understand that the Passion Play in Oberammergau has been postponed until 
2022, which is really strange, as it's only every ten years on the turn of the decade, or 
what the Germans call a 'fat' year i.e. one that ends in zero. The 'fairytale' castle at 
Neuschwanstein (supposedly Disney's inspiration?) and the other "Mad" Ludwig's pal-
aces and castles are all closed, so I'm not sure where 3 million tourists are going to go 
this year!!!.   
 
Traumberg (Dream Mountain) or to give it its proper name "Kampenwand" in the Bavari-
an Alps and close to the Austrian border, in normal times, attracts thousands of climb-
ers, hikers, para gliders (and other lunatics.) Access is by a very steep cable car from 
the village of Aschau but, if you're brave enough, the Alpine scenery and views from the 
top are some of the most breath-taking in Europe. But this year - nothing! nada! ziltch! 
nichts.  
 
The mountain top refuges with their beer gardens and the best gulash soup in the 
known universe, are all closed and likely to remain so for some time yet. 
On the flip side, the coronavirus lockdown has given the Grumpy Old Men more than 
enough ammunition to grump and complain about for months. 
 
Stay safe and keep a-lert - your country needs  lerts!  Duncan Crombie 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

Photo from Oberammergau village taken on 2010 Passion Play visit by Sarah 
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CHEAT’S LEMONADE SCONES : A RECIPE FROM PAULA FRECK  

This has to be one of the easiest scone recipes ever. My 75 year old neighbour told 

me about it and she’s been making them for years. I’ve made them several times 

now and she is right. They are the softest and best risen I’ve ever made. There are 

only 3 ingredients and they cook in 15 minutes. 

 

Quantity will depend on cutter used  

Small approx. 14 / Medium approx. 9 

Ingredients  

400g (14oz) Self Raising Flour – extra needed for dusting – (plain flour with ap-

prox. 5 ½ teaspoons baking powder will work too) 

175ml (6 fl oz) Double Cream 

175ml (6 fl oz) Lemonade – can be cloudy or clear 

Optional 130g Sultanas or Currants 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 220C conventional oven, 200C Fan oven or Gas 

mark 7 

Line a baking tray or two with grease proof paper. 

Sift flour into large bowl and add the lemonade and milk (add sultanas 

too if using) Mix using a spatula or spoon till forms together. Knead 

briefly, then tip onto a floured surface. Use your hands to press to about a 2cm 

(3/4in) thickness. Do not use a rolling pin as it will push all the air out and the 

scones will not rise. Stamp out scones with your cutter and place on tray 

Bake for 12-15mins until a light golden colour. Cool on a wire rack. 
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Thanks to Rev Elinor Gordon for these two 

snippets she sent to cheer me up during lock-

down: ministers continue to minister to their 

flock even when from a distance. 

Every week we have appreciated the on-line 

service for Park Church provided on You Tube 

by Rev Alan Miller. 

Phone calls from members of the congregation 

are a real and present reminder that we are al-

ways in God’s hands however difficult the path 

seems now . 

As I attempt for the second time to trim Peter’s 

hair, I have decided to keep growing my own 

until I can get to a “real” hairdresser. Apologies 

in advance if next time you see me I have re-

verted to Kirby grips and scrunchies  to keep 

the hair out of my eyes. 

Keep smiling and send me some more 

“snippets” for the next issue.  

Sarah 
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The Scottish and United Bible Society have embarked on a project encour-

aging the Church to read the Bible aloud in towns and cities in every city 

across the world.  

With over 50 partner Bible Societies involved and many more within the UBS 
fellowship considering how they might participate, to date over 69% of the 
world’s population live in a country where someone each day will read aloud 
for their country and pray for them. 
 

In Scotland they are developing a programme of ideas to help churches 
make the most of the opportunities Bible 2020 brings. 

The reading programme for the year is available for download from the Bible 
2020 website or on the bespoke Bible 2020 App, where users can upload a 
selfie video of their reading and join the global video wall; everyone every-
where united in covering God’s world in His Word. 

 

Find out more and sign up at: www Bible 2020.org.      

Willie Troup  (congregational representative) 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16
TH

 MAY 2020 

 

Unfortunately all the planned events for Christian Aid including the Forth 

Bridge Crossings sponsored walk had to be cancelled.  

The virtual quiz hosted by Jane Steel for Park Church being an exception. 

Christian Aid week is the single most important fundraiser for this 

charity and during the similar week in 2019 over £7.5 million was 

raised.  

These are challenging times for us all but it is very easy (and not too late) to 

donate by just giving Christian aid. 

 

Helen Macdonald 
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New Moderator installed in virtual ceremony in the  

Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, on  Saturday 16th May 2020 

 
Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, who has served St Andrew’s Parish Church since 
1992 and will wear the Moderator’s ring and chain of office during official 
duties, said the pandemic had forced the Kirk to re-evaluate because 
church buildings were closed and ministers across the country were 
spreading the Gospel message online. He said : 
“We find ourselves in uncharted territory, having to re-imagine church,” he 
added. 
“We may not have a blueprint but this calling has always been about a will-
ingness to venture beyond the familiar and comfortable. 
“Jesus didn’t give much away when he called those four fishermen. 
“He called them and sent them with no terms and conditions, no detailed 
plan, radical or otherwise. 
“Though every circumstance change, God’s love remains. 
“And from love flows peace. 
“‘The storms of life may come and go but the peace of God you will know.’” 

Dr Fair said circumstances change -but he was called to serve the “same as 

always God”. 

 

Stirling Kirks Together Messy Church News 

We plan to deliver in June some  special paper carrier bags from “Messy 

Church” containing  messages and activities to our Messy Church families 

to show them that we are thinking of them and that we are looking forward 

to our next session when we can all be together again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyndsay Boyack 
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Living God,  
You are the same yesterday, today and forever.  
You are constant, reliable, unchanging.  
And yet  
You come to make all things new. 
As we give thanks for all that has been,  
and still is,  
we pray that You would put within us a spirit of adventure,  
that we might be open to what You are going to do  
in the days that are coming. 
By Your Spirit,  
give wisdom to the Joint Emerging Church Group  
as they pray and plan for the renewal of existing congregations  
and for the birthing of brand new communities of faith. 
Set before us a new vision  
and open the eyes of our hearts  
to see that even ‘these dry bones shall live again.’ 
Living God, 

We give ourselves to what You intend. 

Living God, 

We give ourselves for the renewing of Your church. 

Living God, 

We give ourselves for Your glory. 

Living God, 

We give ourselves in Jesus’ name 

Amen 

Rt.Rev.Dr Martin Fair, Moderator of the General Assembly 
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NEWSLETTERS FOR AUTUMN 2020 

Any content for the next newsletter must be handed into the Church office or 

sent by e-mail to the Interim Editor by 5pm on the date noted below.  

We reserve the right to edit or hold over copy if required.  

Please send text as a Windows file and photos as JPEG format. 

Any submissions received AFTER 5pm on the copy deadline will NOT be includ-

ed in the next issue. 

Autumn  Edition (September/October/November) 

COPY DEADLINE: Friday 14th August 2020  

Interim editor’s e-mail: Murdochsarah@btinternet.com 

 

In loving memory 

It is with sadness, but great thankfulness for lives well lived, that we have to 

share the news of deaths of the following members of  Park Church: 

Mrs Sheila Stewart. 17 Williamfield Avenue, Stirling on 2nd April 2020 

Mrs Christine Robinson, Annfield Care Home, Stirling on 7th April 2020 

Mrs Sheila McEwan, Annfield Care Home, Stirling on 6th May 2020 

 

Please remember their families and friends in your prayers 
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Interim Moderator:  Rev. Alan. F. Miller, Holy Rude and Viewfield Erskine Manse,  

         Windsor Place, Stirling. 

         Telephone: 01786 –465166 

     E-mail: revafmiller@gmail.com 

Interim Joint Session Clerk: Dr Peter Murdoch 

     4 Abercromby Place, Stirling FK8 2QP 

     Telephone: 01786-473087 

     E-mail: murdochps@btinternet.com 

Interim Joint Session Clerk: Mrs Jane Steel 

     16 Laurelhill Gardens, Stirling FK8 2PT 

     Telephone: 01786– 479919 

     E-mail: janesteeel1961@gmail.com 

Organist :    Mr Ross McGowan 

     73 Cedar Avenue, Stirling FK8 2PJ 

     Telephone: 01786– 461258 

Interim Treasurer:  Mrs Margaret Crombie 

     18 Laurelhill Place, Stirling FK8 2JH 

     Telephone : 01786– 447816 

     E-mail: margaret.crombie@icloud.com 

Emerging Church Project Manager : Mrs Sally Forshaw 

     Telephone: 07764 579 410  

Interim Editor:   Mrs Sarah Murdoch 

     4 Abercromby Place, Stirling FK8 2QP 

     Telephone: 01786-473087 

     E-mail : murdochsarah@btinternet.com 

Church Administrator & Roll Keeper: Mr Duncan Crombie 

     Park Church Stirling  FK8 2NA 

     E-mail: parkchurchstirling@gmail.com 

     Telephone :01786-462400 

 

Key Contacts  Contacts  
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  Welcome to Park Church, Stirling 

  Park Terrace, Stirling FK8 2NA 

 

All are welcome to worship as the new congregation : on line 

at present, and hopefully soon in the church building, when 

we are able to meet in Person  

We are members of the Church of Scotland nationally, and  

Stirling Kirks Together in Stirling City Centre, reaching out in love 

and faith to witness for Jesus.  

After the 11am service on Sunday  we usually have tea, coffee or 

juice and biscuits in the hall. 

Our current weekly on-line service has been kindly shared 

with our friends in Holy Rude and Viewfield Erskine churches 

led by our Interim Moderator Rev. Alan Miller  

There is a link from the Park Church, Stirling website:  

www.parkchurchstirling.com 

The website also provides links to other information and an 

on-line copy of this newsletter. 

 

   

 


