
 

Dear Friends, 

How does the world feel for you today? 

Two months have now passed since I last wrote and the swift end to Lockdown that we 

hoped for has not happened. We have been told to expect a longer and slower process before 

we reach anything like ‘normal’ whether it be old or new. That in itself is having an impact 

on all of us, even the youngest and most resilient of us. We need to acknowledge, even if 

only to ourselves, that this has been, is and will continue to be, difficult for us for some time. 

Perhaps it affects us in different ways, but it is having an impact. 

For some, the opportunity to spend time in the garden; doing that jigsaw that has been in the 

cupboard for years; doing the d.i.y. around the house has passed the time admirably, but it is 

beginning to pall. For others, the challenge of working from home or home schooling has 

helped ease Lockdown for us, giving some purpose to the days. For most of us, the challenge 

of not being with, or even seeing our families and friends, has been the biggest trial of all, 

especially for those who are tech-free. Phone calls and photographs do not quite fill that gap. 

For those in ministry, the challenges faced have been enormous. I would want to affirm and 

encourage all those who have been ministering and serving in parishes across the Presbytery. 

The challenge of finding new ways to connect with our congregations and parishes through 

the use of technology have been for some exciting and rewarding, for others draining and 

hard work. The challenge of serving our parishes and local communities in ways that make a 

difference, and complement what others are doing locally, has taken its toll. Especially where 

we see other congregations seemingly doing so much more than our own. Pastorally caring 

for those who are dying and for bereaved families has been particularly hard where we are 

not able to care for them in the way we have done previously 

Ministry has always been about multi-tasking but for some, engaging in ministry, having a 

spouse also working from home and dealing with the challenges of home schooling, have 

made this time even more difficult. 

And yet…… our folks in ministry and service across this Presbytery have been doing 

amazing things. The work achieved, the amount of support and help given to our 

communities, the services and reflections that have come out of Lockdown have been 

inspiring. The silly, fun ways in which congregations have been keeping their spirits raised 

have also helped others through Facebook and other social media. 



In the weeks to come, we will be looking at how we can best make use of the growing 

freedoms that will come as the phases proposed by the government are rolled out. We will be 

asking difficult questions about making our buildings safe as people gather for prayer and 

later for services. 

Those in ministry are not superhuman. All of these challenges have a cost. 

So, as we approach Pentecost, please pray: 

for those who minister among us and for their families; 

for all who are serving communities across the presbytery; 

in other words, pray for one another, 

that the Holy Spirit will fall as refreshing rain on each one, 

that we would be given new strength and fresh zeal 

to serve Christ where we are! 

 

Take Care, Stay Safe, Be Blessed. 

 

Jean Porter DCS 

Moderator of the Presbytery of Stirling 

 


